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District Update:  

Literacy Initiatives 

 



Wheatland-Chili CSD  
Mission and Vision Statement  

∞ 

The Wheatland-Chili Central School District 

community is committed to academic 

excellence which empowers all individuals to 

become motivated learners and challenges 

them to excel as citizens in a global society. 
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Regents Reform Agenda 

Common Core 

APPR 

Data Driven 

Instruction 

(Inquiry 

Teams) 
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Literacy at T. J. Connor 



Balanced Literacy 
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• Focused on Guided Reading 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Steps in Guided 
Reading Assessment 

Guided Reading 



Balanced Literacy 
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• Supporting the Transition 
• Bookroom 
• Consultant, Mark Bower 
• Study Groups 
• Literacy Coach 



Balanced Literacy 
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• Continuation  
• Modules 
• Literacy in Content Areas 
• STAR 
• Achieve3000 
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Literacy at the MS/HS 
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Extending Our Thinking 

College and Career Readiness (CCR) and the role of growth mindset 
and grit (productive struggle). 
 

Learning Targets: The Standards and Shifts belong to all of us. 
 

• I can explain the Total Participation Matrix and provide examples of how I might use it to 
impact my thinking about preparing students to be CCR. 
 

• I can identify the expectations for instruction in each of the six Common Core 
Instructional Shifts. 
 

• I can explain how the Reading Anchor Standards promote critical analysis of text and 
prepare students to become CCR. 
 

• I can identify ways in which I can align my instructional practice with the expectations of 
the CCLS for productive struggle, grapple? 
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•             

Engaging students in the work: 

 
High Engagement 

 
Low Cognition 

 
 

 
High Engagement 

 
High Cognition 

 
Low Engagement 

 
Low Cognition 

 
High Cognition 

 
Low Engagement 
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Levels of Cognition (Thinking) 



Reading to Learn with the 6 Shifts 
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Balance of Informational 
and Literary Texts 

Knowledge in the 
Disciplines 

Staircase of Complexity 

Text-Based Answers 

Writing from Sources 

Academic Vocabulary 

Process: 
1. Read and annotate each of the 

shifts. 
 
2. To what extent have these shifts 

been implemented in your 
school? 

 
3. Where do you see links between 

Instructional Shifts and the Core 
Six strategies that we started to 
use last year? 

 



Work with Reading Anchor Standards 
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 What can you tell us about the type of thinking the standards 
require of students? 
 
 Where would you put this type of thinking on the cognition part 
of the matrix? 
 
 What do these standards suggest about the type of engagement 
we should expect from students? 
 
 Self-assess:  Which of these standards are evident everyday in 
your classroom? 
  
 Action:  If the Instructional Shifts belong to all of us, how will 
you increase student reading and the use of the standards in your 
classroom? 
 



 I can cite evidence from the Gettysburg address to 
make a claim (inference) about Lincoln’s message to the 
north and south. (Standard 1) 
 I can summarize the key supporting details and ideas 
that explain why sportsmanship is necessary in an 
athletic contents. (Standard 2) 
 I can analyze the structure of a piece of music to show 
how the composer did…Standard 5) 
 I can delineate an argument and specific claim in a 
climate change proposal to show why the science is not 
accurate (Standard 8) 
 I can two texts explain the relationship between two 
pieces of art work to show how the artist approached the 
work in a similar way.  (Standard 9) 
 

Relationship between the Standards 
and my classroom practice 
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“The success in assembling all of these critical 
pieces of literacy instruction ultimately rests on 
the shoulders of teachers who make the critical 
day-to-day instructional decisions that directly 
affect the literacy development of their students.” 
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Beverly Tyner 


